Kenneth F. Payne

Ken Payne has held policy positions in Federal, state, and local government.  His major areas of interest are economic and community development and environmental protection.  He is currently Senior Policy Advisor to the Rhode Island State Senate and Director of the Senate Policy Office, a position that he has held since 1997.  From 1988-1996, he was Federal Projects Coordinator for US Senator Claiborne Pell, handling relations with State and local government, businesses, and non-profit institutions.  Ken Payne was Executive Director of the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns from 1977-1986.

Ken Payne holds a Ph.D. in regional planning from the University of Massachusetts.  He is a co-author with Zenia Kotval and John Mullin of Business Attraction and Retention:  Local Economic Development Efforts, ICMA: Washington DC. 1996.  He has taught at the graduate level at the University of Rhode Island, Roger Williams University Law School, Clark University, and the University of Massachusetts.

Long involved in environmental issues, Ken Payne was presented a lifetime achievement award by the Environment Council of Rhode Island in 1998.

